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Encounter the dynamic presence of God as you learn from pastor and author J. D. Greear how to
more fully experience the Holy Spirit within you.Jesus gave his disciples the audacious promise
that the Spirit he would send to live inside them would be even better than if he himself remained
beside them. Yet how many of us consider our connection to the Holy Spirit so strong that we
would call his presence in us better than Jesus himself walking by our side?J. D. Greear was the
pastor of a rapidly growing church who still felt like he didn't know how to relate to God
personally. Though he knew a lot about God, he wasn't as sure about how to walk with God.
Furthermore, he felt overwhelmed by the size of the mission Jesus had left for his church. In a
world of so much need, what difference could he possibly make? Learning how God dwells in us
and empowers us in the Holy Spirit redefined his life and ministry. Ministry became less about
working for God and more about letting God work through him. Drudgery was replaced by
delight; helplessness was replaced by empowerment.In Jesus, Continued... Greear explores--in
clear and practical language--questions such as:What does it mean to have a relationship with
the Holy Spirit?How can we tell when the Spirit is speaking to us?What do you do when God
feels absent?If you are longing to know God in a vibrant way, Jesus, Continued... has good news
for you: That's exactly what God wants for you too. His Spirit stands ready to guide you,
empower you, and use you.

About the AuthorJ.D. Greear is pastor of The Summit Church in Raleigh-Durham, North
Carolina, and the 62nd president of the Southern Baptist Convention. The Summit Church has
been ranked by Outreach Magazine as one of the fastest-growing churches in the United States,
with a weekly attendance of over 10,000. Greear has a Ph.D. in systematic theology from
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary. He is the author of many books, including Gaining
by Losing, Jesus Continued, and Not God Enough. He lives in Raleigh, North Carolina, with his
wife, Veronica, and their four children.--This text refers to the paperback edition.
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“Martyn Lloyd-Jones said, ‘I spend half my time telling Christians to study doctrine and the other
half telling them doctrine is not enough.’ J.D. Greear’s book on the Holy Spirit explains why
doctrine is not enough, yet grounds all its clarion calls — to experiential communion with God, to
relying on the Spirit for doing greater works, to seeking transformative revival for the church — in
biblical doctrine at every point. This is a readable, practical guide to the Spirit’s relationship to
the individual believer and the church.”— Tim Keller, Senior Pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian
Church, New York City“If you are wanting a clear understanding of the Holy Spirit, J.D. Greear’s
important book, Jesus, Continued. . ., will open your eyes to the personal and powerful Spirit that
dwells within followers of Jesus. Experiencing the presence of God through his Spirit will
empower you to live in freedom, worship with intimacy, and tap into God’s supernatural
strength.”— Craig Groeschel, Senior Pastor of LifeChurch.tv and author of From This Day
Forward“I have witnessed many great movements of God over the course of my life. Yet I believe
God’s greatest works lie ahead. He waits for his people to surrender their lives fully to him before
he works mightily through them. J.D. Greear has pinpointed the issue. The need is not for
Christians to try harder. Rather, God’s people must comprehend the enormous power that is
available to them through the indwelling Holy Spirit. There is no limit to what Christ can do
through one ordinary life, wholly surrendered to him. As you read this book, be sensitive to Christ
within you, urging you to surrender your life fully to him so you are in a position for him to impact
the world, through you.”— Dr. Henry Blackaby, Author of Experiencing God“I can’t tell you how
thankful I am for this book, especially at this time when fear and confusion about the Spirit’s work
abound. With deep wisdom, clarity, and a strong reliance on the Word, J.D. Greear brings a
theology of the work of the Holy Spirit in light of the good news and located in the church. As he
writes, it’s time for us to stop lamenting that Jesus has left us alone and start rejoicing that his
Spirit dwells within us.”— Elyse Fitzpatrick, Author of Good News for Weary Women“The Spirit
inside you is better than Jesus beside you.” What a challenging and life-transforming statement!
I love how J.D. Greear inspires us in Jesus, Continued. . . to recognize how real and relevant the
power and presence of God is for us today.”— Mark Batterson, Author of The New York Times
bestseller All In“A much needed reminder of how Christianity suffers when we ignore God the
Holy Spirit.”— Jim Cymbala, Senior Pastor of The Brooklyn Tabernacle and author of Spirit
Rising“Most of us believe God is at work somewhere, but have a hard time seeing how he is
working in our lives. In Jesus, Continued. . ., my friend J.D. Greear uses his story to explain how
God is vitally present with his people today, and how understanding our relationship with the
Holy Spirit will help us experience God’s presence in a powerful and personal way.”— Steven
Furtick, Lead Pastor of Elevation Church in North Carolina and The New York Times bestselling
author of Crash the Chatterbox; Greater; and Sun Stand Still“Wow! I am so proud of J.D. Greear
and the transparency that he writes in Jesus, Continued. . .. We know that Jesus is alive and
working in the world and in our lives, but having someone expound on the power of the Holy
Spirit and how he interacts and changes us is so encouraging. J.D. gently reminds us that Jesus
doesn’t need us, but that he chooses us to help build his church for our benefit. If you’ve ever



struggled with feeling crushed under the pressure to always ‘do more’ or wondered how to better
understand the Holy Spirit, this book is for you.”— Perry Noble, Senior Pastor of NewSpring
Church in South Carolina“Jesus, Continued. . . is a brilliant, biblically grounded, convicting book
that points us to the greatest source of inspiration — God’s Spirit. J.D. Greear shows what a
resource the Holy Spirit is to our daily lives and gives clear insight on how to live in the Spirit.
Jesus, Continued. . . is a message we desperately need for a more powerful and active faith.”—
Jud Wilhite, Senior Pastor of Central Christian Church in Nevada and author of Pursued“J.D.
Greear wants us to want the Spirit — to be filled with his presence and power as we proclaim the
glory of the crucified and risen King Jesus. This is a book that challenged and convicted me —
and ultimately led me to repentance for the many times I have overestimated my own ability and
vision and underestimated the magnitude of what God can do through us when we yield to the
Spirit. Read this, and be refreshed.”— Trevin Wax, Managing Editor of The Gospel Project and
author of Gospel-Centered Teaching; Clear Winter Nights; Counterfeit Gospels; and Holy
Subversion“J.D. Greear writes masterfully as a pastor-theologian. I’m very grateful for his book
and pray that people will take it to heart. Nothing happens without the Holy Spirit.”— Bob
Roberts Jr., Senior Pastor of NorthWood Church in Texas and author of Bold as Love“In Jesus,
Continued. . ., my friend J.D. Greear has produced an engaging, accessible, and practical
theology of the Holy Spirit that rightly emphasizes the Spirit’s work to glorify Jesus and empower
believers to participate in God’s mission to the nations. Once again, J.D. demonstrates why he is
one of the leading pastor-theologians of this era.”— Thom S. Rainer, President and CEO,
LifeWay Christian Resources“In Jesus, Continued. . ., J.D. Greear brings to light with great clarity
and passion why it’s far better to have the Holy Spirit in us than Jesus beside us. The power of
the Spirit is not a religious cliché; it’s a life-changing reality available to all who follow Jesus. If
you want to better understand and experience the Spirit’s guidance and power in your life, this
book is for you.”— Larry Osborne, Author and Pastor of North Coast Church in California“For
twenty years I have known J.D. Greear to be a thoughtful and passionate pastor, writer, and
friend. But he seems to have tapped into a deep well of insight and application in Jesus,
Continued. . .. This book is as rich and deep as you’ll ever find regarding the person and work of
the Holy Spirit, but it’s unparalleled in its helpfulness to Christians of every stripe. It’s practically
applicable to missionaries, pastors, college students, stay-at-home moms, new believers, and
seasoned saints. It’s a fresh approach to an ancient truth; the Holy Spirit is real, powerful,
tangible, and you don’t need to be afraid of Him. Run, don’t walk, and get this book as soon as
you can.”— Clayton King, President of Crossroads Camps and Crossroads Missions, Campus
Pastor of Liberty University, and Teaching Pastor of NewSpring Church in North Carolina“Finally,
a biblically based, Jesus-centered book is written on the power of the Holy Spirit. This book will
ignite your faith, enlarge your vision, and empower you to believe God for the impossible.”— Dr.
Ronnie Floyd, President of the Southern Baptist Convention and Senior Pastor of Cross Church
in Arkansas“J.D. Greear has given us a much-needed book on the Holy Spirit that drives us into
the Word, ignites our hearts for the mission of God, and stirs our affections for Jesus. In Jesus,



Continued. . . you will find the precision and balance this subject deserves, while helping create
a longing for more of the Spirit of God in your life.”— Matt Carter, Pastor of Preaching at Austin
Stone Community Church in Texas and coauthor of The Real Win“Jesus, Continued. . . by Pastor
J.D. Greear is important for several reasons. First, Greear, a well-trained theologian, as is clear in
the careful documentation, nevertheless writes like a college minister, and therefore identifies
with a younger audience in a most effective fashion. Second, the book addresses a subject that,
as Greear notes, is too often addressed in terms of side questions and too infrequently
approached in the way that God’s Word actually emphasizes. But this young pastor has
understood the biblical emphasis and has brought it skillfully to light in these pages. Looking for
a book that makes the work of the Holy Spirit come to life in the day-by-day world of the true
believer? Here you will find it in Jesus, Continued. . . .”— Paige Patterson, Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, TX“A hugely helpful book that I highly recommend. If only
every Christian realized what (or better put, who) we have in the Holy Spirit!”— David Platt, The
New York Times bestselling author of Radical
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IntroductionA few years ago a young man sat in my office feeling deeply frustrated with his faith.
Although he knew a lot of truths about God, he sensed very little relationship with God — at
least, not the dynamic relationship he wanted. God seemed distant.It seemed that everything
God had done, he had done in the past: he created the world, died on a cross, and then inspired
a Bible to tell us about it. Then he gave us a mission and left through the clouds. God seemed
like a busy teacher who had given an assignment and then stepped out of the room, leaving his
students to get it done on their own.So this guy was busy at work, trying faithfully to learn the
lessons, follow the instructions, and complete the assignments. He had a “relationship with God”
in the sense that he prayed about his problems and tried hard to trust that God was working
somewhere, somehow, to help him. Yet he lacked any vibrant interaction with that God.But as he
read the Bible, he saw a God who interacted with his people, spoke to them, corrected them,
and comforted them. In the days of Moses, God had taken up residence among his people, first
in the pillar of cloud and fire that guided them through the wilderness and then in the glory that
settled down permanently on the Tabernacle. Throughout the rest of the Old Testament, God
spoke to his people through prophets, warning them, encouraging them, and instructing them.
He was present.Then there was Jesus — Jesus had not merely given his disciples a body of
doctrine to learn, but also escorted them on a guided tour of its application. How awesome
would that have been? And then came the book of Acts. You get the sense reading Acts that the
church is being blown about by this mighty, rushing wind called the Holy Spirit. He shows up fifty-
nine times in Acts, more than twice per chapter, and in nearly forty of those times he is
speaking.“Where was that God?” the man asked.Must be for a different time and place, he
assumed. Maybe one day in heaven, I’ll relate to God like that. But for now, he thought, “I better
just get after the assignments. After all, the teacher is coming back.”But a problem was
developing. He told me he was feeling increasingly burned out by the weight of “the assignment.”
There was always one more person who hadn’t heard, one more language group without a copy
of the Bible, one more orphan in need of adoption. The weight of the assignment, which once
had inspired him, now felt paralyzing. In a world of seemingly infinite need, how could he ever
feel like he had done enough?So his life oscillated between summers of feverish, radical activity
and winters of paralyzed despair. He gradually began to tune out the heart-wrenching stories of
global need. He knew that was wrong — but he simply didn’t know what else to do.And then
another problem began to develop. His sense of disconnect from God left a boredom and
yearning in his heart that made the dark appetites of the flesh all too appealing. He knew these
sinful indulgences were wrong . . . but at least they felt real.He sat in my office a weary, burned-
out man, wondering if there really was a God who could be experienced.What would you say to
such a guy? I confess that I didn’t know what to say to him. I mean, what unexpected, spine-
tingling insight can you share . . . with yourself?Yes, I am the guy in this story. For many years,
even as a pastor with a PhD in theology, I sensed a relational disconnect with God. It wasn’t that
I didn’t understand that God had reconciled me to himself in Christ, and I was “in him” and he “in
me.” I understood all that and had embraced it.But how to interact with that Infinite now living



within? I was clueless.Do you ever feel that way? Do you ever feel like God is someone you
know about more than someone you know — like he’s more of a doctrine than a person? Does
God feel truly present in your life? Do you interact with him personally? Do you read the book of
Acts and say, “Yeah, that’s similar to my experience,” or does that world seem like a completely
different one than the one you live in?In this book I want to tell you what I was missing, how God
restored it to me, and how you can have it too. I want to show you how you can have a deep,
satisfying relationship with God through the Holy Spirit, on the basis of the finished work of
Christ.Better than Jesus beside YouThe Holy Spirit tends to be the forgotten member of the
Trinity. Most Christians know he’s there, but they are unclear about exactly what he does or how
to interact with him — or if that’s even possible. Yet something was so important about the Holy
Spirit that Jesus told his disciples it was to their advantage that he go away — if his departure
meant the Spirit came. The Spirit’s presence inside them, he said, would be better than himself
beside them. In fact, they needed the Spirit’s presence so much that Jesus told them not to so
much as a raise a finger toward the Great Commission until that Spirit had arrived.Do you
consider your connection to the Holy Spirit so strong and real that you regard his presence in
you to be a better advantage than even Jesus himself beside you?Be honest. Seriously.I’ve
written this book to help you experience that kind of relationship with God through the Holy
Spirit. Personal relationship, you see, has always been God’s plan.From the very beginning, he
has passionately expressed a profound desire for a close, growing relationship with his people.
In the garden of Eden, God walked with Adam and Eve in the cool of each evening. Many
centuries later, he directed his people to construct a temple in the heart of their nation so he
could dwell among them. Through the prophet Micah he told us that what he requires of us is not
simply that we “do justly,” but also that we “walk humbly” with him (Mic. 6:8, emphasis mine). In
the same way, Jesus told us, “Follow me,” not just, “Obey my teaching.” In other words, he didn’t
want us merely to follow a plan or learn a doctrine, but to follow him. That requires real, personal
interaction. Like any other relationship.He has always been a God who is close and present —
but only since Jesus returned to heaven has he taken up residence inside of us.And that makes
him closer than ever.This is not to say that the Christian life is a series of spine-tingling
experiences, inner voices, or burning bushes, and that there are not times when we must walk
through dark, silent valleys by faith alone. As I’ll show you, walking by faith often means staying
the course when you can’t see or feel anything, and to suffer through times of dryness when you
have nothing to cling to but the promises of God. But that is not the same thing as saying that
God is absent during those times. In the Holy Spirit, God is literally with us until the end of the
age, and he has promised never to go away, forsake us, or leave us stranded (Matt. 28:20; Heb.
13:5; John 14:18) In our darkest moment, he is as real as the breath in our lungs.Do you interact,
personally, with God? Think about this question very carefully:Is Christianity more of a set of
beliefs to which you adhere and a lifestyle to which you conform, or is it a dynamic relationship in
which you walk with the Spirit and move in his power?Jesus birthed the Christian movement by
sending his Spirit like a mighty, rushing wind into his disciples. The place where they met shook



with God’s power, and as a result they turned the world upside down. The first church was not
primarily a study group, a self-discovery seminar, or a building program. It was a mighty
movement of the Spirit that propelled Jesus’ followers into the whole world, preaching the
gospel. Acts is the story of disciples following that Spirit, being filled by that Spirit — trying to
keep up, but feeling like a kite in a hurricane.Does that metaphor characterize your church?
Does it characterize you?Through the pages that follow, I want to help you experience that very
real presence of God. How you experience him may surprise you; much of what I learned
differed greatly from what I expected. But his presence in those things is real — I can assure
you.And just to manage your expectations, you should know that I’m still not the guy who gets up
every morning and sees God spell out his daily assignment in my Alpha-Bits. The Virgin Mary
has never appeared to me in a grilled cheese sandwich. God doesn’t put a strange restlessness
in my spirit when I need to change the oil in my car — I have to check the little sticker on my
windshield for that. But the presence of God is every bit as real to me, and as powerful, as the
presence of God I see with his people in the past.This is a book about the Holy Spirit, though
perhaps not a typical one. Many books about the Holy Spirit seem to me to get stuck in
secondary questions that, while important, never focus on the truly essential issue — how is
God present with his people today? How do we perceive his movements? You see, we can
disagree on some of the secondary questions (like whether the gift of tongues is in operation
today, or even the distinction between baptism and fillings with the Spirit) and still agree on this
one, central truth: God wants to be vitally present in and through his people.So that’s what this
book is about. I have not written this book to tell you everything anybody ever learned about the
Holy Spirit. I’ve written it to help you experience his presence and power in a personal way.Our
generation of Christians — mission-driven, but burned out, weary, and longing for joy —
desperately needs to recover the dynamic presence of God. The good news is that God wants
us to know it. He created us for that very purpose.You see, maybe you’ve never realized it, but
you yearn for it.Maybe you picked up this book knowing very little about God but sensing a
disconnect in your life that you suspected had something to do with needing to know God better.
Maybe you picked this book up as a last, desperate attempt to find something worth living for in
this world — something that goes beyond the drab and dulling pursuit of pleasure, something
that takes you far beyond yourself. I hope that in this book you will discover the God who has
reconciled himself to us in Christ and offered himself to us in the Holy Spirit. He is that purpose
you have always been looking for.So let’s get started. An infinite amount of power and
possibilities await us.

We all see problems in the church. We don’t need another book to point those out. We need the
faith to believe that the solution is really quite simple: The Holy Spirit. — Francis Chan

PART 1THE MISSING SPIRIT



“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”They answered, “No, we have not even
heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” — Acts 19:2

CHAPTER 1A False Dilemma“Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go
away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.” —
John 16:7 ESV. . . Religion is what happens when the Spirit has left the building. — BonoI have a
friend — I’ll call him Brennan — who served for several years as a leader in our church. A bright
young college senior, Brennan was well-spoken, well-regarded, and a leader both on his college
campus and in our church. But Brennan had a dark secret he had shared with no one. He had a
same-sex attraction that led him into pornography and eventually to a string of hook-ups with
random guys he met in Internet chat rooms.By the time Brennan finally confessed his sin to his
campus leader and me, he was a broken young man. He had already desperately tried
everything he could think of to fix himself. He had memorized Scripture, made vows, and even
gotten rid of his Internet connection. Yet his “problem” was getting worse. So together, we plotted
out a course of recovery that involved professional counseling, more Scripture, and high
accountability. Brennan progressed a little, and for brief seasons it looked as if he was gaining
victory . . . only to fall back down into the same dark valleys. Eventually he checked himself into
an intensive ministry that helps believers get control of the lusts of their flesh.Brennan showed
up at my house eight months later, noticeably different in his demeanor. I asked him what he had
learned. “I didn’t learn anything new,” he said. “I learned to lean on the Holy Spirit. I always knew
he was in there, but I didn’t know how to relate to him.” Brennan told me he had been surprised
at how frequently the counselors at this ministry, all of whom had come through their own
struggles and sexual addictions, referred to the Holy Spirit. They talked about him like he was
real, like someone they met with daily. For them, the Spirit was not a theological concept, but a
Person with whom they interacted and on whom they depended.Brennan, who had grown up in
Baptist and Reformed circles, knew all about the Holy Spirit. He knew the Holy Spirit came into
his heart when he trusted Christ and that he was in there, helping out somehow in the
sanctification process. But never, he said, had he been taught to seek the Holy Spirit like these
believers did. They sought his presence as if their lives depended on him. Brennan began to
understand that he needed more than “right beliefs” to subdue these lusts of his flesh. He
needed power. Resurrection power. And a constant Companion who would always be there to
help.“And this discovery,” he said, “marked a turning point in the struggle with my sin.” He added,
“These temptations are still with me, and I suppose always will be. But I have found in the Spirit
of God a power more potent than the lusts of my flesh. Being filled with God the Holy Spirit has
done more for me than all the seminars I sat through or coping techniques I mastered.”Do you
know the Holy Spirit in this way?Just before Jesus ascended to heaven, he told his disciples, “I
will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you” (John 14:18, emphasis mine). At the ascension
Jesus did not become an absentee God. He, as God, simply came to his disciples as a different
Person. The mystery of the Trinity is that only one God exists in three Persons. Each person is



distinct from the other two, but in experiencing one, you experience the one God who is them all.
(If your mind feels as if it just exploded, that’s okay. Christian theologians have been wrestling
with that for centuries!)In the same way that he could tell his followers, “If you have seen me, you
have seen the Father,” so it would be true for him to say, “When you hear from the Spirit, you hear
from me.” And, remarkably, he told his disciples that his presence in them would be even better
than his presence beside them. Wow. Think about that.This Spirit, he said, would bring to their
minds all that he had said and taught. In other words, he would make the Word of God come
alive in their hearts, applying that Word to their questions and doubts. The Spirit would lead them
through the Word, and they would gain the ability to obey that Word by his power.An Eternal
PartnershipIn Scripture, the word of the gospel and the power of the Spirit always go together.
The Word is God’s revelation to us, profitable for rebuke, for correction, for training and
instruction in righteousness, capable of making us complete, sufficient for any and all good
works (2 Tim. 3:16 – 17). But only through the ministry of the Spirit, Jesus said, could we ever
understand or obey that Word:“When the Advocate comes . . . he will testify about me.” (John
15:26)“He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to
you.” (John 16:14)“But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will
teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” (John 14:26)“When he
comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and
judgment.” (John 16:8)“Apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)The Spirit makes the
living Word come alive in us. He brings it to our remembrance at the times we need it. He
explains it to us. He gives us spiritual eyes to see God’s beauty in it. He empowers us to obey it.
He shows us specific ways we are to apply it.Paul believed the study of the Word without this
illumination was useless. That’s why after expounding the gospel in great detail in the first three
chapters of Ephesians, he stops explaining and starts praying that the Spirit would enable the
Ephesian believers “to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ. . .that
surpasses knowledge” (Eph. 3:18 – 19). Do you catch his play on words? He prays they would
understand something that is beyond all knowledge. Isn’t that a contradiction?Not at all. We
arrive at certain kinds of “knowledge” not through the accumulation of more cognitive facts, but
personal experience. There are two words for “knowledge” in Greek. Oida refers to facts, data,
and cognitive pieces. Ginosko refers to an internalized knowledge gained through experience. In
asking God to help believers know the love of Christ, he used ginosko. Paul wants us to have a
knowledge of the love of God that we experience deep within our soul.It’s like the “knowledge” of
color that comes into blind eyes opened for the first time, or the “knowledge” of sweetness that
comes with a tongue’s first taste of honey. It is the knowledge of a lover who cannot only tell you
about her beloved, but knows the joy of his presence and the warmth of his embrace.When we
know God’s love this way, Paul says, we will be “filled with all the fullness of God” (see Eph. 3:18
– 21 ESV; see also Rom. 5:6 – 8). The Spirit of God takes the revelation of God in his Word and
consumes our hearts with it, so that “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts” and we
overflow with it (Rom. 5:5 KJV), our hearts burning with its warmth.Two ExtremesChristians, you



say, tend to gravitate toward one of two extremes regarding the third person of the Trinity. Some
pursue experience in the Spirit apart from the Word. They listen for voices in their hearts or seek
“signs” from God in the heavens. They always seem to be talking about what God “said to them”
through a stirring in their spirit or in a strange confluence of circumstances.Others, however,
seek to know and obey the Word without any interaction with, or real dependence on, the Spirit.
These Christians might know who the Holy Spirit is and that he floats around in their hearts
somewhere. They might even know that he produces “spiritual fruit” in their lives, but they relate
to him in ways similar to how I relate to my pituitary gland: I know it’s in there somewhere, and
that it’s necessary somehow for bodily growth and life, but I have no real “interaction” with it. I’ve
never spoken to or heard from my pituitary gland. Its work remains invisible and undetected,
even though I know it’s essential.Once, as Paul taught on the Christian life to a group of new
disciples at Ephesus, he mentioned the importance of the Holy Spirit. They immediately
interrupted him: “Wait . . . who? We have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit!” (Acts 19:2,
my paraphrase).Many Christians might well still be in the same place, functionally speaking.
Though they have heard of the Holy Spirit in a doctrinal sense, they have no real interaction with
or dependence on him. Functionally, they live in ways “unaware” that there is a living, moving
Holy Spirit. These Christians have all but excised the Holy Spirit from the Trinity; instead, they
believe (functionally speaking) in “Father, Son, and Holy Bible.”But the Spirit and the Word work
inseparably. One without the other leads to a dysfunctional Christianity. Just as a toaster without
a plug is useless, biblical knowledge apart from the Spirit is impotent.The Floodlight Ministry of
the SpiritLet’s talk first about how walking with the Spirit depends on knowing the Word.We
cannot know the Spirit apart from the revealed Word. That Word, Jesus said, was all about him
(John 5:39). The Spirit points to Jesus’ words and works, not his own (John 16:14). In fact, there
is a certain irony in how the Spirit operates; whenever he is really present, you are not thinking
about him, you’re thinking about Jesus. The Spirit’s work is to direct you to notice something
else.If you’ve ever driven into Washington, DC, on Interstate 395 late at night, you’ve seen the
magnificent splendor of the Washington Monument like a shining ivory needle illuminated
against the night sky. Hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth of lights shine directly on the
stone pillar, memorializing the father of our country. Yet I doubt you have ever noticed, or maybe
even thought about, those expensive, brilliant lights. That’s because they are there to illuminate
something else. If they are doing their job, you’re not thinking about them; you’re thinking about
the Washington Monument.The same is true of the Spirit of God. His purpose is to illuminate the
gospel and bring glory to Jesus. J. I. Packer calls the work of the Spirit a “floodlight” ministry,
quietly turning everyone’s attention away from himself and to the Savior.1 Theologian Dale
Bruner calls him, in fact, the “shy member of the Trinity,” because he doesn’t like attention on
himself!2This means that when someone claims to be filled with the Spirit and yet spends most
of his time talking about his own experiences with the Spirit, you have reason to doubt whether
he really is filled with the Spirit. When the Holy Spirit speaks through someone, you tend to
forget about the person speaking. You don’t even really think about the Holy Spirit. You find



yourself thinking about Jesus.As we saw at the beginning of this chapter, the fullness of the
Spirit comes as we plumb the depths, heights, widths, and lengths of God’s love as revealed in
the gospel. The more he comes into us, the more we know his love; and the more of his love we
know, the more of his fullness grows within us (Eph. 3:17 – 19). The Spirit moves us in the Word.
The Spirit moves us to go deeper into that Word.So do you want more of the Spirit? If so, then
seek greater knowledge of God’s love through the Word of his gospel. As you do, Paul promises,
you’ll experience the “fullness of God.”Where the gospel is not cherished, the Spirit will not be
experienced. And, on the flip side, where the Spirit is not sought, there will be no deep,
experiential knowledge of the gospel. The two always go hand in hand. Jesus said, “The words I
have spoken to you — they are full of the Spirit and life” (John 6:63, emphasis mine). Spirit and
Word, inseparably united.Seeking experiences with the Spirit apart from the Word leads not only
to confusion, but to disaster. Leviticus 10 records a chilling event involving Nadab and Abihu, the
sons of Aaron the High Priest. These two men offered “strange fire” before the Lord. God had
prescribed a certain way to offer sacrifices, but Nadab and Abihu thought they had discovered
an alternative way. Their new fire burned just like the old fire, and it seemed to accomplish the
same purpose . . . but God killed them for their presumption. God’s not looking for a “new thing.”
God has laid out very clearly how his presence is to be sought and experienced. If we want to
experience the fire of God’s presence, then we must seek it in exactly the way he has
appointed.We Cannot Fulfill the Word Apart from the SpiritJust as there is no real experience
with the Spirit apart from the Word, so there can be no true obedience to the Word apart from
the Spirit. “Apart from me,” Jesus said, “you can do nothing” (John 15:5). Nothing is a big word,
and I’m sure Jesus chose it intentionally. Without his divine presence living inside of us, we
cannot truly accomplish even the first word of his commands. This means we cannot overcome
sin without his presence. We cannot love others. We cannot win others to Christ. We cannot
raise our children. We are like an appliance unplugged from the socket. We can do
nothing.Jesus told his disciples that if they truly understand that the Holy Spirit was so essential
to their lives and would be such a help to them, they would be glad Jesus was returning to
heaven, because only then would the Holy Spirit come:“Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to
your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I
will send him to you.” (John 16:7 ESV)Think for a moment about how absurd this idea must have
sounded to those first disciples. It would be to their advantage for Jesus to go away? What
would it have been like to walk around with the all-knowing, miracle-working, God of the universe
— and then to have him tell you that you shouldn’t feel sad over his departure because it was to
your advantage?Really?Apparently so.“For if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you.
But if I go, I will send him to you.” (John 16:7)Jesus claimed that having the Holy Spirit in them
would be better than having him beside them. Wow. Let that sink in for a moment. I mean it. Go
back and read that sentence again.Now, be honest with yourself: Is your experience with the
Holy Spirit like that? Do you feel as though your relationship with the Holy Spirit is better than if
you had Jesus for a personal companion? Is the Spirit’s presence inside you really preferable



than having Jesus beside you?I said, “Be honest.”Or, to raise the stakes a bit: Does your
experience with the Holy Spirit validate Jesus’ promise — that it is to our advantage that he go
away, if it means we get the Holy Spirit? And if not, doesn’t that mean you are missing
something . . . and likely, something important?Jesus believed that the Holy Spirit would be a
better teacher than even he was. That may sound hard to believe, but the Spirit, Jesus
explained, could apply the Word more powerfully than he did, because he could speak it into the
deep recesses of our heart at just the right moments (John 14:25 – 26; 16:5 – 14; 1 John 2:27 –
28).Only through the Holy Spirit can we live victoriously over sin. In Romans 8, Paul’s great
chapter on how to live the victorious life, he refers to the Spirit twenty-two times. (To put that in
perspective, he mentions the Holy Spirit only ten other times throughout the other fifteen
chapters of Romans!) The implication is clear: If we want victory over our sinful flesh, we must
be filled with the Holy Spirit! Paul cannot conceive of victory over sin without him. Apart from
him, we have no hope against our “wretched body of death.” But with him, we are more than
conquerors (Rom. 7:24; 8:37; cf. John 15:5).And the Holy Spirit, Jesus promised, would be a
better director of mission. He could supply the right words at just the right moment, whatever our
circumstances (Luke 12:12). He would not be merely God beside us, coaching and inspiring us,
but God inside of us, working in us and through us. And that was better even than sitting around
a campfire each night with Jesus discussing your day.In fact, the Spirit was so important that
Jesus told the disciples not to lift a finger in pursuit of his mission until the Spirit came.Your First
Assignment: Do NothingI’ve always thought that Jesus gave a very odd first step to completing
the Great Commission, basically telling them, “Do nothing until the Holy Spirit comes upon
you” (Luke 24:49, my paraphrase). With millions of people waiting to hear the gospel, he
instructed the only ones who knew anything about it to sit and wait until he had sent them
something mysterious from above. That meant they were not to write books. They were not to go
out to try to make converts. They were not to plan. They were to do nothing.Why? Until he came,
they couldn’t really do anything of value to the mission. Jesus had promised that he would build
his church, and he could accomplish more in one moment through his Spirit than they could
accomplish in 10,000 lifetimes on their own.As you pursue God’s mission in your life, do you live
with that sense of dependence on the Holy Spirit? Do you really believe that you can do nothing
without him? As a parent, as a spouse, as a friend, as a witness?The book of Acts tells the mind-
blowing story of how a group of underqualified, mostly blue-collar workers filled with the Holy
Spirit can turn the world upside down. We’re still reeling today from that first Christian century.
New Testament scholars have pointed out that when later Christians gave a name to the book of
Acts, they probably chose the wrong title. Rather than “The Acts of the Apostles,” many say it
should instead be “The Acts of the Holy Spirit.” They say this because even a quick read of Acts
reveals that the Spirit of God is the primary actor. He guides; he speaks, and he moves; the
disciples are simply trying to keep up. At their best, they are conduits of this mighty, rushing
wind. At their worst, they are obstructions. In fact, they seem to spend a lot of time in Acts
arguing with the Spirit (see, for example, Acts 9:13 – 14; 10:14 – 16). He slowly drags them to



victory. It becomes readily clear that the Spirit, not them, is the one accomplishing the mission
Jesus gave in Acts 1:8.Keep in mind that Acts is the only example God gave us of how
Christians walk with Jesus in this present age. Of course, it is true that some unique, once-in-
history things happen in Acts, and that means we need to approach certain stories with some
caution (more on that later). Not all examples apply to us in exactly the same ways. I don’t walk
down the beach trying to heal people by letting my shadow fall on them, and I’ve never struck
anyone dead for lying (Acts 5:4 – 5, 15). Though I’ve been tempted to try a couple of times. But
since Acts really is the only example God gave us of how to walk with him in this age, doesn’t it
make sense that we can look to the stories for instruction in how to interact with the Holy Spirit?
Are you telling me we are to have nothing in common with the only biblical account of people
experiencing the Holy Spirit?As the apostle John told the first Christians:We proclaim to you
what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship
is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. (1 John 1:3, emphasis mine)Fellowship means
we have something in common. We should have the same kind of relationship to God that he
and the other apostles had, a relationship of fellowship. We are to commune with God, not just
obey him, just like John did with Jesus. That communing happens, he says, through the gospel,
in the person of the Holy Spirit (1 John 1:6 – 9; 2:26 – 27; 4:13).John Newton, the Puritan writer
of the song Amazing Grace, wrote to a friend:Many . . . who would not flatly contradict the
apostle’s testimony in 1 John 1:3 [i.e., that we should have fellowship with God in the Holy Spirit]
attempt to evade its force by restraining it to the primitive times . . . but who can believe that the
very nature and design of Christianity should alter in the course of time? And that communion
with God, which was essential to it in the apostle’s days, should now be unnecessary?3We
depend as much on the Holy Spirit as they did, and the Holy Spirit wants to fellowship with us as
much as he did with those first believers. Their experience is in many ways a model for ours.You
see, when I read the book of Acts, I don’t have any problem seeing how the apostles would have
considered the Spirit’s presence in them to be better than Jesus beside them! They turn out,
after all, to be much more effective witnesses after Jesus leaves! Think about it: The same Peter
who denied Christ three times in one night before the Spirit came boldly tells a crowd in Acts 2,
“You crucified Christ by wicked hands!” Then three thousand get saved and baptized on the
spot. And while the Holy Spirit worked through Peter in Jerusalem in Acts 15, he was
simultaneously speaking through Paul in Philippi in Acts 16. He was two places at once! Jesus in
his incarnation couldn’t have done that! Now that the Holy Spirit had come, God’s power was not
localized in one person in one place. He was in every believer, scattered all over the world with
his power.Now, maybe you still feel skeptical. You cannot understand how it possibly could be
better to have an invisible presence inside of you rather than a bodily Jesus beside you. Fair
enough. We’ll get to that. But at least concede this: What Jesus said has to mean something,
right?Be encouraged. That “something” is what God has waiting for you.The Word and Spirit
DynamicThroughout the remainder of this book, I want to show you how God’s Word and God’s
Spirit operate together in one powerful dynamic. While pursuing one without the other leads to



spiritual ruin, pursuing one in the other leads to power and life. We see this interdependent
relationship of Word and Spirit over and over throughout Scripture. Let me show you.In the
beginning, God established the world by his Word, but the Spirit hovered over the expanse and
brought order and beauty to the firmament God had spoken into being. That’s a good example of
how the two relate: the Word issues the command and establishes the foundations; the Spirit
quickens and makes alive.The Spirit takes God’s timeless truths and makes them come alive in
us. He helps us understand them, shows us how to implement them, and empowers us to
accomplish them. He transforms task lists into a relationship.The Word is eternal and
unchanging. The Spirit’s direction is temporary and varied.The Word gives us promises. The
Spirit compels us to risk in certain situations.The Word outlines the mission. The Spirit inspires a
vision.The Word sets the standards. The Spirit guides the operations.The Word shows us the
end game. The Spirit points to a starting place.The Word sets our expectations. The Spirit
inspires our dream.The Word describes the character of God. The Spirit pulls us into his
emotions.The Word recounts God’s acts of salvation. The Spirit sheds abroad his love in our
hearts.The Word gives us the revelation. The Spirit illumines the explanation.The Word provides
the content. The Spirit brings the conviction.The Word helps us to know. The Spirit enables us to
learn.The Word commands us to hear. The Spirit empowers us to listen.The Word commands us
to obey. The Spirit beckons us to follow.The Spirit makes God’s Word personal to us.Has
Christianity become personal to you? Have the doctrines and declarations turned into
relationship? Has the Great Commission been translated into some specific vision for your life?
Do you know you are walking with, and following, Jesus in the Holy Spirit?Has the Spirit of God
generated in you holy ambitions in ministry that function something like the arrow of a compass,
pointing you to God’s “true north” for you? Do you know your specific role in his kingdom? You
see, that’s a major component of his leadership: He shows us what part of the mission belongs
to us specifically and assigns to us our unique role in his kingdom.For example, while the
responsibility to carry the gospel to the ends of the earth is the responsibility of the whole
church, Paul felt called specifically to preach the gospel where Christ was not known (Rom.
15:20 – 21). That was his personal “ambition,” and he considered that particular assignment to
be his life’s “race” (Acts 20:24).Has part of the Great Commission become a personal
assignment for you? Which part of the mission has become your passion? Have good ideas in
your life been replaced by God ideas?In my experience, it’s better to discover those one or two
“God ideas” for your life than to be marginally involved in a thousand good ideas. Because that’s
when Christianity explodes.Christianity IgnitedI have seen this kind of “explosion” happen in the
church I pastor. It came when we realized there were specific aspects of the mission the Spirit of
God was calling us to give ourselves more fully to. We looked back through our history and
realized the Spirit had given us a few “personal ambitions.” Let me explain what I mean.Back in
1962, over a decade before I was born, a man named Sam James planted our church. He
worked with a core team for eight months, but on the Sunday the church officially launched, he
left to become a missionary to Vietnam. That day he preached the only sermon he would ever



deliver at that church. Using Isaiah 54:2 – 3, William Carey’s famous missionary text, he
explained that just as God had commanded Israel to “expand her borders” and “lengthen the
cords of her stakes,” so God had called this new church to expand her vision in order to bring the
nations into God’s tent of blessing. He sensed that this was part of what God had in mind when
he moved that core team to plant the church.Sam James then left for Vietnam and didn’t return
for forty years.Sadly, the church wandered from the vision Dr. James had laid out. Like many
churches, it turned its focus inward, tending the gardens of the faithful rather than storming the
gates of hell.I came to the church as pastor in 2002. During the interview process, I sensed God
stirring in the hearts of the church leadership about international missions. I had never heard of
Sam James and didn’t know anything about the church’s history. But it seemed clear by the
questions the leaders asked me that God’s Spirit had placed a call on this church for the nations.
Yet they weren’t really doing anything about it.God had put a specific call on my life for
international missions, so I began to preach about it. What surprised me was how quickly the
vision took root in the church. After the first year, the International Mission Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention recognized us as the highest missions giving church, per capita, of the
42,000 churches in our denomination. I’d love to say that was due to some unusual preaching or
leading ability on my part, but that would be false. (I have tried to lead many things, even in our
church, that never came close to this level of success!) It seemed as though, in this area, an
unseen hand propelled us forward.College students “discovered” our church in 2003. College
students, if you don’t know, travel in herds. So our attendance tripled in three weeks while our
average weekly giving went up about $13.48. We learned that while we were not destined to be
a rich church, we would have a lot of workers to mobilize for the nations.Today, more than 190 of
our members live overseas on one of our church-planting teams. In the last ten years, we have
sent out close to 500 on domestic and international church-planting teams. Earlier this month,
we commissioned another 100 college seniors who have given their first two years after
graduation to serve on one of these teams, and 130 who will be leaving our church to plant
churches in unreached cities around the United States.I’m not being falsely humble when I tell
you that I’m not quite sure exactly how all this has happened. I really can’t figure it out; our
success in this area has come too fast and too strong to explain it merely as the result of good
leadership techniques.Another reason, you see, explains it.This is what God’s Spirit had called
this church to specifically. He put it in our DNA. He beckoned our church to follow him, and then
waited. It took nearly forty years, but when we finally put up the sail, the mighty, rushing wind of
the Spirit propelled us forward, like a dinghy in a hurricane.A couple of years ago, I discovered
Sam James was still alive (he is now in his eighties), and I brought him back to Durham for our
church’s fiftieth anniversary. For the first time, I heard his story. As he told it, a lot of our past ten
years began to make sense. For the last decade that I’ve served as pastor, we’ve simply
followed the Spirit’s lead, according to a vision he put in Sam James’s heart more than fifty years
ago. It’s not that we’re doing this for God so much as we’re doing it with him. He is working
through us. And it sometimes feels like we’re just along for the ride.To be involved in international



missions is, of course, the responsibility of all churches. The whole mission belongs to the whole
church. And there is a sense in which we are each to be involved in every aspect of the mission.
But the mission is bigger than any one person or any one church, so the Holy Spirit will highlight
for each of us a few specific parts of the mission, calling us to engage with particular focus in
those things. (A calling, you see, is usually just a specialization in an assignment given to all
believers.) God gave difficult, unreached people groups, particularly Muslim people groups, as
his “special assignment” to our church.Recently, I’ve sensed the Spirit of God pressing this
vision deeper into my heart. God’s command in Psalm 2:8 feels like a personal invitation to me:
“Ask me, and I will make the nations your inheritance.” This verse belongs to all Christians, of
course, but the Spirit of God has beckoned our church, in a special way, to believe it and take it
for ourselves. As Paul had a personal ambition to take Christ where he had not been named,
reaching Muslims is our ambition. So we have asked God to let us plant a thousand churches by
2050, to send out over five thousand members on church-planting teams, and to let us be a part
of seeing a major gospel awakening in at least three countries.I don’t know what the future holds
for our church, of course; I cannot even guarantee I’ll wake up tomorrow! But I know that I have
heard the Spirit’s voice beckoning in this, “Follow me.” And I feel more confident than ever. I am
not merely obeying assignments laid out in the Scriptures; I am following the initiatives of the
Spirit. His vision outreaches mine.How about you? Has the mission of God translated into a
specific vision for your life? Do you, like Paul, have a personal ministry ambition? Through his
Spirit, God invites you to join the purposes for which he has created you specifically (Eph. 2:10).
When you grasp this, the Great Commission becomes a focused burden for some person or
group of people. Kingdom work becomes a personal calling. Good ideas get replaced with God
ideas.Led by the Spirit, Taught by the WordI once heard a Christian leader say, “Better to spend
one hour on your knees pursuing the Holy Spirit than ten hours studying the Bible.” Tweetable,
maybe, but very wrong. Better to spend one hour on your knees pursuing the Holy Spirit through
the Bible. Scripture invites you into a relationship that involves both Word and Spirit, each being
indispensable for the other.Every word of Scripture is a revealed Word of God, but God desires
more than for us to learn the doctrines and obey the precepts. He desires relationship.Martyn
Lloyd-Jones, a Reformed, British pastor of a previous generation, said, “I spend half my time
telling Christians to study doctrine and the other half telling them doctrine is not enough.”4Many
Christians, you see, function as deists. They act as if God rules from the heavens and has
spoken in his Word, but does not act on earth or move in their souls — at least in any way that
they can sense those movements. Yet, if the Holy Spirit is a person, shouldn’t we expect him to
move dynamically, and sometimes perceptibly, on earth? If he lives in us, should we not expect
some kind of movement?Lloyd-Jones described his relationship with the Holy Spirit this
way:Those who have received the Holy Spirit are aware of a power dealing with them and
working in them. A disturbance, something, someone interfering in our lives. We are going along,
and suddenly we are arrested and pulled up, and we find ourselves different. That is the
beginning; that is what always happens when the Holy Ghost begins to work in a human being.



There is a disturbance, an interruption to the normal ordinary tenor of life. There is something
different, an awareness of being dealt with — I cannot put it better; that is the essence of the
Holy Spirit dealing with us.5“But wait a minute,” you say. “What does that kind of communion feel
like? How do I know when the Spirit is moving in me? Should I hear a voice? Get goose bumps?
If I don’t feel those things, am I not walking with God?”Excellent questions. Let’s try to find some
answers.

CHAPTER 2Mystery and Clarity“The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but
you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”
— John 3:8To profess to know a great deal about the Spirit of God is contrary to the nature of
the Spirit of God. There is a hiddenness to the Spirit that cannot be uncovered. There is an
immediacy of the Spirit that cannot be shoved into vision. There is an invisibility of the Spirit that
cannot be forced into visibility. There is a reticence of the Spirit that cannot be converted into
openness. For these reasons one feels helpless, inadequate, and unworthy to write . . . about the
Spirit. — Bernard RammSeveral years ago, a college friend and I dove into unpacking what the
Bible taught about various spiritual gifts. We came from different church backgrounds and had
conflicting views about some of those gifts. Neither of us had ever really studied it personally, so
we agreed to meet together for several weeks with nothing but our Bibles, open hearts, and
dependence on the Spirit.
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Daniel Conner, “Spankin' New Book Review on Jesus Continued by JD Greear. For the last
couple years I have been receiving free copies of books from publishers to write blog reviews for,
and when I first got started I received a copy of "Jesus Continued... Why The Spirit Inside You is
Better Than Jesus Beside You" by JD Greear. I honestly picked this book for no discernible
reason other than I think I had recently read a verse like it in the Bible and thought what could
Jesus possibly mean that it is for OUR benefit that he leave?Unfortunately, due to an unfortunate
luggage accident that occurred on a cruise ship, where I was intending on reading this book, my
book ended up drenched in a broken bottle of Fireball and we had to toss it out otherwise risking
my Spirit-filled (pun intended) book becoming a nasty cinnamon version of one of those taxi cab
pine tree air fresheners, not ideal. And with the books disposal from our stateroom, this book
was lost to my memory.I bring this up to start a book review because it was not until I arrived
here in Shanghai that I realized how little I had relied on the Spirit back in the States. There had
been numerous occasions for me to learn to rely less on me and more on Him, but I elected to
keep the ball and head back onto the field under my power far too many times. But moving to do
ministry in East Asia has a way of cutting the cords of all your distractions and crutches, and it
made me realize how little I had truly relied on the power of the Spirit.SO I remembered this book
and repurchased it on my iPad and began devouring it. The words were both cutting, as it
revealed my infrequency of focus on the promises of the Spirit, and a drink of fresh water, as I
realized the opportunity and hope to be yet discovered within those promises of power, light, and
togetherness.JD wrote with great clarity, helping to take solid theological concepts and bringing
them to life through examples from modern life and Scripture to build a compelling case to press
deeper into the presence of the Spirit.Perhaps the most meaningful section to me was found in
the Appendix, entitled "A Word to Pastors." In this section he addressed how so many seminary
graduates are equipped with solid education but few encounters with the power of the Spirit's
Presence. I realized he was writing about me. I graduated from seminary feeling pretty good
about my accomplishments so far, ready to attack the darkness for God, but am just now
realizing how little I have sought God's presence in prayer and began simply walking in His
promises within the Bible.After reading this section I felt like an idiot.SO with that READ THIS
BOOK if you want to feel like an idiot. But an idiot who is better equipped to focus on the power
and presence of the Spirit.For me personally, this book has motivated me to reevaluate the way I
have organized my ministry, pray with my discipler about how I can press deeper into the Spirit,
and begin discipling men to truly tap into the Spirit's power themselves!”

Terry Bunch, “Clarity and Freshness. Greear brings a clarity and freshness to the discussion of
the doctrine of the Holy Spirit that is needed. This composition is biblically sound and brings a
fresh practical application of truth in a discussion that is often muddied with either emotionalism
or irrelevance. Nice work and an easy read, but take it slow to digest it all.”



Michael B, “Non-charismatic book on Holy Spirit. Best book I've read on the indwelling Holy
Spirit. True to the biblical text without being technical. Not a feel good charismatic study. The
writer makes you think on what a believer in Jesus has within - God Himself. The writer
addresses the gifting of the Holy Spirit in a non charismatic way which is very good.”

David Sisson, “JESUS CONTINUED. Our Sunday school class uses Masterworks curriculum.
We studied Jesus Continued. Good teaching about the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the
Christian. I reviewed copies of Blackaby's Experiencing God, and Barbara Joiner's Yours for the
Giving. I learned about Rick Warren 's SHAPE acronym for spiritual gifts. Greear is easy to read
and understand. I enjoyed the book.”

Dottie Parish, “A Life Changing Book. This is an excellent book about the Holy Spirit. The book is
divided into three sections: The Missing Spirit, Experiencing the Holy Spirit and Seeking the
Holy Spirit.Throughout the book Greear weaves Bible stories or references and the words of well
known scholars as well as sharing his own experiences and stories. For example, A touching
story to illustrate God’s adoption of us (pg 85) brings this concept to life.Are there times when
you can’t feel God’s presence? Greear says “If you are a believer the feeling of being alone is
always an illusion.” Pg 187The section on seeking the Holy Spirit is challenging. We long for
revival and for Holy Spirit power. “Revival is the intensification of the normal operations of the
Holy Spirit.” Greear outlines steps to revival. These are not easy steps – think humility and
repentance. “The Holy Spirit… is power for those who know they are powerless.” Pg 220This is a
life changing book.”

Harvey, “Like other books about the holy spirit. Like other books about the holy spirit, there is a
range of beliefs based on people's background. I had a hard time with this book at first. My
thoughts on the holy spirit have always been in conflict and confusion based on the range of
perspectives from my own experience. Once I came to terms that I don't have to fully agree or
disagree with everything the writer believes, and that there are things not yet revealed to me and
likewise there are aspects of the spirit that I have experienced that the author may not have yet
experienced, I was able to absorb and appreciate that book a lot more. God reveals different
aspects of the holy spirit to different people. Instead of forming a strict map of the holy spirit, it is
good to be okay that each of us experiences and reflects a unique aspect of the holy spirit.
Instead of regarding or disregarding an idea based on my experience, it was great to gain this
author's perspective. There are some aspects of the book that I agree with and some that I do
not. Mostly, however, there are things I do not yet have an opinion about.I recommend reading
this book from an open minded perspective. The author uses a lot of scripture but that does not
necessarily mean that you have to agree with his interpretation of scriptures. There are some
aspect of the writer's opinion that seemed a bit conservative and some aspects that seemed a
bit liberal. I recommend readying every book about the holy spirit as someone's perspective. 'Eat



the meat and spit out the bones' and be receptive for the holy spirit to reveal things to you at his
own timing.”

J H, “This was an excellent book on the Holy Spirit. This was an excellent book on the Holy
Spirit. After reading it, I gave it to my deacons and youth pastor to read and discuss. Greear
takes a biblical approach to the Spirit of God, not lessening the mystery nor adding to the clear
teaching of the Spirit in Scripture. This served as a practical guide for walking with the Holy
Spirit. I would recommend this book freely to anyone.”

AlwaysaPlanB, “Reinvigorating for me. I am very grateful to God for inspiring J.D.Grear to write
this passionate, eminently readable book. Through it I have been given renewed hunger for the
Spirit of God in me and my fellow Christians. He has also given clear directions by which we may
encounter God in the ways He intends.Each chapter is filled with thoughtful and personal
teaching, calling us to rediscover or discover what God wants to do in our lives by His power,
and where we may find it.The gospel is at the centre as the Father sends Jesus and Jesus
sends the Spirit to ensure that the gospel gets out.Don’t just read it...act on it...even if the action
is to wait. A great post-Pentecost read.”

Paul Ritchie, “Fabulous and balanced. I thought that this was a fabulous book. It is clear and
balanced.  As a pastor this is a book I would love many of the people on the church to read.”

William, “An excellent book on the whole. An excellent book on the whole. Can't agree with all
that he says on words of knowledge and so on but there is just so much for all to take out of this
book”

S. Andrews, “Beautiful book reminding me of just Who is in this earthenware jar.. A page turner;
an exciting account of just Who is equipping us and a reminder of the power of the Spirit
unleashed through the Word.”

D R B, “Four Stars. Most helpful!”

The book by J.D. Greear has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 325 people have provided feedback.
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